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Part 1 - Open to the Public ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

 TO 
CABINET  

ON 

22ND July 2019

TITLE: PROPOSAL FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF ST AMBROSE BARLOW RC HIGH 
SCHOOL SIXTH FORM AND ALTERATION OF THE UPPER AGE RANGE

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The City Mayor, in consultation with Cabinet, is requested to approve the proposed 
discontinuance of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School sixth form and change in age range  
with effect from 1 September 2020 with closure to the sixth form to new entrants for 
September 2019 intake. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The purpose of this report is to present to the City Mayor, in consultation with Cabinet, as 
the decision maker for school organisation, the implementation for the proposed 
discontinuance of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School sixth form and alteration of upper 
age range. 

It is proposed that St Ambrose Barlow RC High School age range should become an 11-16 
school as from 1 September 2020 with closure to the sixth form to new entrants for 
September 2019 intake. Any student already undertaking a 2 year course (that 
commenced in September 2018) will be able to complete their course at the current sixth 
form before full closure in September 2020. This follows a period of four weeks of statutory 
consultation.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Making significant changes ("prescribed alterations") 
to maintained schools" statutory guidance for proposers and decision-makers" 
(October 2018)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf 

KEY DECISION: YES

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf
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DETAILS:

1.  Background

1.1. On 17th June 2019 in accordance with the proposal, the Governing Body of St 
Ambrose Barlow High School published a notice of proposal of its intention for the 
discontinuance of the sixth form with effect from 1 September 2020. 

1.2. This would see a change in the schools age range from 11-18 to 11-16 as from 1 
September 2020, with closure of the sixth form to new entrants as from September 
2019. Any student already taking a 2 year course (that commenced in 2018) will be 
able to complete their course at the current sixth form.

1.3. The sixth form provision at St Ambrose Barlow RC High School was built to 
accommodate 250 pupils.  Uptake and demand for places at the sixth form have 
been consistently low and the school and governing body first discussed possible 
closure in 2015. 

1.4. The appointment of the new Headteacher reinvigorated the provision and the sixth 
form was relaunched in September 2016 offering a wide range of A Levels. Initially 
this was successful in attracting additional uptake. However for the last two 
academic years demand has fallen and for some time now it has become apparent 
that the local culture is that young people attend larger, established sixth form 
colleges.

 Intake over the last four academic years can be found in the table below:

Academic Year Year 12 Allocations
2015 16
2016 91
2017 72
2018 50

1.5. The governing body has considered detailed financial costs and income and in view 
of low pupil numbers and the financial implication this will have on the sixth form, it is 
no longer financially viable to continue to run the provision based on the current level 
of demand. 

1.6. The school receives EFSA post 16 funding grant in respect of sixth form pupils on 
roll. Whilst funding to the school will reduce if the proposal to discontinue the sixth 
form is approved, the overall effect will enable the school to make more effective use 
of resources.

1.7. The Governing Body has set out the arrangements it intends to make for existing 
students attending the sixth form and whose studies will not end until summer 2020.

1.8. Regarding those students that may have otherwise attended if the provision was to 
remain. There are several local colleges with capacity to accommodate the low 
numbers of pupils with a high quality offer usually accommodated at St Ambrose 
Barlow. This includes Salford City College and UTC MediaCItyUK, as well as 
colleges frequently accessed by Salford pupils in other neighbouring authorities. The 
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school have advised parents/carers that they have already made contact with other 
colleges to help to secure places for our applicants and will continue to provide a 
high level of support in this process.   

1.9.  If the proposal is determined, it will impact on staff employed at the sixth from. In 
accordance with agreed school procedures, formal consultation will be undertaken 
with staff and Trade Unions. In addition any future utilisation of the sixth form space 
to assist with future growth of the school would need to be subject to separate 
consultation in line with the local authority’s pupil place planning strategy.

1.10. In accordance with the Education and Inspections Act 2006 (as amended by 
the Education Act 2011), and associated Prescribed Alteration Regulations, the 
Local Authority has the responsibility for determining the proposal.

1.11. The purpose of this report is to present to the City Mayor in consultation with 
Cabinet,     as the decision maker for school organisation, the outcome of the 
statutory process and further factors for consideration, in order for a decision to be 
reached on this matter.

2. The Statutory Process

2.1 On 17th June in accordance with the proposal, the Governing Body of St Ambrose 
Barlow High School published a notice of proposal of its intention to close its sixth form 
provision, thus reducing the schools age range from 11-18 to 11-16 (attached at 
Appendix 1) 

2.2 The recent change in school organisation guidance means there is no longer a 
prescribed ‘pre-publication’ consultation period for prescribed alterations. However the 
Governing Body, prior to the publication of the notice notified parents/carers of its 
intention to follow the statutory process to close the sixth form. 

2.3 The formal 4 weeks consultation period commenced following the publication of the 
statutory proposal/notice and letters outlining the proposal have been issued to all 
parents/carers of pupils attending the school and neighbouring schools.

2.4 In accordance with the statutory procedures the notice invited comments /objections to 
the proposal within four weeks from the date of publication of the notice to be submitted 
to both the Local Authority and the school. 

The four week representation period expired on 15th July. From the 1050 letters issued, a 
total of 2 comments were received (attached at appendix 2).

3 Factors to be considered by Decision Makers 

3.1  As a preliminary step:

(i) The Decision Maker must be satisfied that the published notice of the proposal 
complies with certain statutory requirements, as follows:

 Part 2 of the Education and Inspections Act, 2006 
 Education and Inspections Act, 2006, Part 2 & 3 Statutory Guidance for 

Proposers and Decision Makers (October 2018) – referred to in the 
Background Documents section of this report
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Officers of the Children's Services Directorate have sought legal advice concerning the 
wording and validity of the published notice, and are satisfied that this meets statutory 
requirements. 

(ii) The Decision-maker must also be satisfied that the formal statutory consultation has 
been undertaken. Details of the consultation are confirmed within the published 
notice. Children's Services officers are similarly satisfied that such consultation meets 
with the statutory requirements. 

Subject to being satisfied on the above points, the City Mayor in consultation with Cabinet 
must reach a decision in accordance with the statutory guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State.  All proposals should be considered on their individual merits.

Decisions must be made within a period of two months of the end of the representation 
period or they must be referred to the Schools Adjudicator.
  

3.2 Publishing decisions

All decisions (rejected and approved – with or without modifications) must give reasons for 
such a decision being made. Within one week of making a decision the decision-maker 
should arrange (via the proposer as necessary) for the decision and the reasons behind it to 
be published on the website where the original proposal was published. The decision-maker 
must also arrange for the organisations below to be notified of the decision and reasons:

 the LA (where the Schools Adjudicator or governing body is the decision-maker); 
 the governing body/proposers (as appropriate); 
 the trustees of the school (if any); 
 the local Church of England diocese; 
 the local Roman Catholic diocese; 
 for a special school, the parents of every registered pupil at the school; 
 any other organisation that they think is appropriate 

4. Consideration of consultation and representation period 

4.1 The decision-maker will need to be satisfied that the appropriate fair and open local 
consultation has been carried out and that the proposer has given full consideration 
to all the responses received. If the proposer has failed to meet the statutory 
requirements, a proposal may be deemed invalid and therefore should be rejected. 
The decision-maker must consider ALL the views submitted, including all support for, 
objections to and comments on the proposal. Decision-makers should not simply take 
account of the numbers of people expressing a particular view. Instead, they should 
give the greatest weight to responses from those stakeholders likely to be most 
affected by the proposal – especially parents of children at the affected school.  

4.2  Education standards and diversity of provision
 

Decision-makers should consider the quality and diversity of schools in the relevant 
area and whether the proposal will meet or affect the needs of parents; raise local 
standards and narrow attainment gaps. 
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5. Types of Decision:

In considering the proposal, the Decision Maker can decide to:

 reject the proposal;
 approve the proposal without modification;
 approve the proposal with a modification (e.g. the school opening date); or
 approve the proposal with or without modification - subject to certain conditions (such 

as the granting of planning permission.

5.1 Conditional Approval:

The regulations provide for a conditional approval to be given where the Decision Maker is 
otherwise satisfied that the proposals can be approved, and approval can automatically 
follow an outstanding event.  

Conditional approval can only be granted in limited circumstances specified in the 
regulations. 

The Decision Maker must set a date by which the condition should be met but will be able 
to modify the date if the proposers confirm, before the date expires, that the condition will 
be met later than originally thought. The proposer should inform the Decision Maker and the 
Department for Education when a condition is met. If a condition is not met by the date 
specified, the proposals should be referred back to the Decision Maker for fresh 
consideration. 

6.  The Decision

In reaching its decision, The City Mayor in consultation with Cabinet must bear in mind the 
need to give reasons for its decision irrespective of whether the proposal is rejected or 
approved, and must indicate the main factors/criteria for the decision. Such a decision must 
be reached in accordance with guidance issued by the Department for Education.

7. Conclusion

It is intended that the report will be issued to City Mayor, in consultation with Cabinet for 
decision at the 23rd July 2019 cabinet meeting. 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: The process followed, as set out 
in the report, is in accordance with the relevant legislation and statutory process.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: The school receives EFSA post 16 funding grant in respect of 
sixth form pupils on roll. The school governing body has considered detailed financial costs 
and income and in view of low pupil numbers and the financial implication this will have on 
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the sixth form, it it is no longer financially viable to continue to run the provision based on the 
current level of demand. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Nicky Smith, Senior Solicitor TEL: 219 6315 
The making of prescribed alterations to a school (including the removal of a sixth form) is 
governed by statute and statutory guidance which must be followed by the Governing Body 
as the proposer, and the local authority as decision-maker. Legal Services have worked with 
Children’s Services to ensure that the statutory requirements are complied with throughout 
this process. Legal Services have also drafted the Proposal to ensure that it contains 
sufficient information to comply with the statutory requirements, and to enable interested 
parties to make a decision on whether to support or challenge the proposed change.     
. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: 
As a Voluntary Aided school the Governing Body have the responsibility for management of 
finance and financial decisions. The Governing Body have considered the detailed financial 
costs and income and in view of low pupil numbers and the financial implication this will have 
on the sixth form, it is no longer financially viable to continue to run the provision based on 
the current level of demand. 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:
As a Voluntary Aided school the Governing Body have the responsibility for 
recruitment and retention of staff. If the proposal is determined, it will impact on staff 
employed at the sixth form. In accordance with agreed school procedures, formal 
consultation will be undertaken with staff and Trade Unions.
 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: Paula Newall, Service Lead, School Organisation.                  
TEL: x0447

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: ALL
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Appendix 1 - Statutory Notice and Full Notice

Notice of Proposal for the Discontinuance of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School 
Sixth Form and Alteration of Upper Age Range

Notice is given in accordance with section 19 (3) of the Education and Inspections Act 
2006 that the Governing Body of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 37 Ash Drive, 
Swinton, Worsley, M27 9QP intends to make a prescribed alteration with the 
discontinuance of the sixth form with effect from 1 September 2020.

It is proposed that St Ambrose Barlow RC High School age range should become an 11-16 
school as from 1 September 2020 with closure to the sixth form to new entrants for 
September 2019 intake. Any student already undertaking a 2 year course (that 
commenced in September 2018) will be able to complete their course at the current sixth 
form.
 
This notice is an extract from the complete proposal.  A complete copy of the proposal can 
be viewed online at www.stambrosebarlowswinton.org and can also be obtained from:

 Paula Newall, Service Lead, School ,Organisation Team, Salford City Council, 2nd Floor 
Unity House, Chorley Road, Swinton, M27 5AW or by emailing 
paula.newall@salford.gov.uk 

 Mr Ben Davis, St Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 37 Ash Drive, Swinton, Worsley, M27 
9QP or by emailing ben.davis@salford.gov.uk 

Within four weeks from the date of publication of this proposal (by Monday 15th July 2019) 
any person may object to, or make written comments on the proposal by sending their 
representations to: 

 Paula Newall, Service Lead School Organisation Team, Salford City Council, 2nd Floor 
Unity House, Chorley Road, Swinton, M27 5AW or by emailing 
paula.newall@salford.gov.uk

 Mr Ben Davis, St Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 37 Ash Drive, Swinton, Worsley, 
M27 9QP or by emailing ben.davis@salford.gov.uk

Comments received during the 4 week representation period will be compliled and included 
as part of the report to be presented to the City Council’s Cabinet, exercising its school 
organisation functions for decision on the proposal.

Signed: 

  
Chair of Governors
St Ambrose Barlow RC High School

http://www.stambrosebarlowswinton.org/
mailto:paula.newall@salford.gov.uk
mailto:ben.davis@salford.gov.uk
mailto:paula.newall@salford.gov.uk
mailto:ben.davis@salford.gov.uk
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Publication Date: 17 June 2019

Full Proposal
Proposal for the Discontinuance of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School Sixth Form 

(Alteration of upper age range)

School and Local Authority Contact Details 
This proposal is published by the Governing Body of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 37 
Ash Drive, Swinton M27 9QP. The school is a Voluntary Aided School.
The contact address of the Local Authority is Paula Newall, Service Lead, School 
Organisation Team, Salford City Council, 2nd Floor, Unity House, Chorley Road, Swinton M27 
5AW
Description of the proposed alteration and evidence of demand
The proposal is that St Ambrose Barlow RC High School permanently lowers its age range 
from 11-18 to 11-16 from 1st September 2020, through the closure of the Sixth Form. The 
school will remain open and unchanged for students in the 11-16 part of the school. Post-16 
students currently on the roll of St Ambrose Barlow RC High School will continue to be taught 
and will be able to complete their courses at the school.
Uptake and demand for places at the sixth form have been low. Intake over the last four 
academic years can be found in the table below:
Academic Year Year 12 Allocations
2015 16
2016 91
2017 72
2018 50
    
The sixth form provision at the school was built to accommodate 250 pupils. The school 
governing body has considered detailed financial costs and income for their sixth form, and 
based on those figures the school’s sixth form is no longer financially sustainable.
The closure would remove the current and projected financial deficits of continuing to run a 
sixth form with low numbers.
Objective
The Governors believe that this proposal will make a significant contribution to the financial 
situation of the school. In view of the low pupil numbers and the financial implication this will 
have on the school, it is no longer financially viable to continue to run the sixth form based on 
the current level of demand.
There are several local colleges with capacity to accommodate the low numbers of pupils 
usually accommodated at St Ambrose Barlow. These include Salford City College, Pendleton 
College and UTC MediaCityUK, as well as colleges frequently accessed by Salford pupils in 
other neighbouring authorities. The school has advised parents/carers that the school has 
already made contact with colleges to help to secure places for its pupils and will continue to 
provide a high level of support in this process.
Effect on other educational institutions within the area
The low demand at St Ambrose Barlow RC High School suggests that accommodating any 
displaced pupils who may have applied for a place at the school should not have a significant 
impact on any surrounding colleges.
Implementation plan
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Should the proposal be approved, then there will be no intake for September 2019 with full 
closure from 1st September 2020 once all current sixth form pupils have completed their 
education. 
Procedure for making responses: support, objections and comments
Within four weeks from the date of publication of this proposal (by Monday 15th July 2019) 
any person may support, object to or make comments on the proposal by sending their 
representations to:

 Paula Newall, Service Lead, School Organisation Team, Salford City Council, 2nd 
Floor, Unity House, Chorley Road, Swinton M27 5AW, or by emailing 
paula.newall@salford.gov.uk 

 Mr Ben Davis, St Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 37 Ash Drive, Swinton M27 9QP, 
or by emailing Ben.davis@salford.gov.uk

Any comments received during the 4-week representation period will be compiled and 
included as part of the report to be presented to the City Council’s Cabinet for decision on 
the proposal.  

mailto:paula.newall@salford.gov.uk
mailto:Ben.davis@salford.gov.uk
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Appendix 2 

Comments/Views received in respect of Proposed Discontinuance of St Ambrose Barlow RC 
High School Sixth Form (representation period runs until 15 July)

Two comments received.

Subject: 6th Form Closure Consultation - Response of behalf of Co-op Academy 
Swinton 

Dear Mr Davis
I am writing to you in response to the notification of the proposed closure of 6th Form 
provision at St Ambrose Barlow RC High School. This response is on behalf of Co-op 
Academy Swinton and the Co-op Academies Trust.
We hold concerns over the proposal to close this provision and have outlined these for your 
consideration below.

1. Impact on Students - Co-op academy Swinton has worked with St. Ambrose Barlow 
RC High School to promote the 6th Form provision with Co-op Academy Swinton 
Students for several years and do not feel that the closing of this provision is in the 
best interests of the students who are currently considering attending the 6th Form. 
Many of the children who left Co-op Academy Swinton selected St. Ambrose Barlow 
RC High School as a smaller provision that they felt better suited their needs, rather 
than applying to other, larger options in the area. This proposal also reduces the 
number of options available to our current students, all of whom have had information 
shared with them by St. Ambrose Barlow RC High School as an option for 6th Form 
provision in September 2019.

2. Impact on future pupil numbers - The following points are supported by information 
shared with all Salford headteachers by Salford Local Authority.

Currently the local authority Pupil Placement Planning group predict that there will be 
insufficient places for the number of children requiring a secondary school place 
in September 2020 across planning area 101. This planning area includes St. Ambrose 
Barlow RC High School, Co-op Academy Swinton and 3 further High Schools. Information 
shared with Headteachers shows a potential shortfall of 181 places in September 2020, 
however this information has been shown over the last few academic years to 
show significant variance between predictions and actuals. For example, in September 2019 
the same group predicted a shortfall of 90 places, however, Co-op Academy Swinton had 20 
surplus spaces alone putting a minimum overestimation of need at 110 places in the area.

A net capacity assessment has been carried out by the Local Authority which states that St. 
Ambrose Barlow RC High School could increase its intake per year group by an additional 73 
students if the 6th Form area was re-directed to 11-16 usage. Potential expansion of others 
schools in the planning area would create 194 additional places in total. Given the level of 
variance seen in previous predictions, a potential repeat of this gap between predictions and 
actuals would mean significantly more places available in the planning area than there 
are pupils in the system. This would have a major detrimental impact on the intake numbers 
of Co-op Academy Swinton and other local schools including Co-op Academy Walkden. The 
potential loss of these students would significantly impact on the financial stability of the 
school, disadvantaging the pupils currently attending Co-op Academy Swinton.

We would be seeking assurances from Governors at St. Ambrose Barlow RC High School, 
the Diocese and the Local Authority that no expansion of the 11-16 PAN would be 
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implemented at St. Ambrose Barlow RC High School unless all other capacity in the planning 
area was utilised and would seek this as an explicit caveat to the current closure proposal.
We look forward to your response and assurances that this decision, and any following ones 
regarding PAN expansion, are not taken to the detriment of other local schools' pupil 
numbers. Such a decision would have a detrimental impact on the financial stability of Co-
op Academy Swinton and consequently the standards of education available to its pupils.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Mark Harrison
Headteacher
Co-op Academy Swinton

Hi, 

I am writing to you to give you my thoughts and feelings on behalf of the discontinuation of St 
Ambrose Barlow Sixth Form College. I am currently in year 12 and know that I will not be 
affected by the College closing down, however I think it is a real shame it might be coming to 
and end. I joined the College knowing it is smaller than any other in the area of Salford and I 
think that’s one of its best advantages. 

Upon joining the college, I have heavily compared it to private education as you almost get 1 
on 1 interaction with your teachers due to the smaller classes, a perk you would not get at 
any other college. I came to the college not knowing anyone and since then I have really 
settled in and feel strongly involved in the Sixth Form. It’s crucial to any year 11 to have as 
much choice as they can in terms of options when they leave school, and taking Ambrose 
away from them is a real shame, as it offers a lot more than any other larger college could. 
The facilities are still quite new and have no faults what so ever, and I think the reason that 
not enough students will be took on next year is only theoretical. 

The budget the college gets should support the idea of having a smaller college in the area, 
as many people I know in year 12 didn’t start off at Ambrose, as they joined at a later date 
from bigger colleges such as Loretto and Pendleton, where they did not get anywhere near 
as much comfort for the sake of the education as Ambrose does. Having brilliant teachers in 
all subjects that are mostly qualified for GCSE’s and A-Levels are a strong advantage. If you 
wish to speak to me again I invite you to reply, and I am willing to have conversation in 
person if that would suit you better. 

Like I said, I am a strong believer in the college and think it’s a mistake in taking it away for 
future Year 11’s to study here, as I full well know I would not be getting the grades I currently 
am getting if I were to go to larger colleges such as Pendleton, where they don’t give you the 
time of day. Ambrose truly cares and I hope my point has come across clearly enough and 
hope for my message not to just be ignored. 

Wish to hear from you, 
 (Year 12 Student)


